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BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 12/8/75 
PROPOSED RULES - P. 2 


-- Annual reporting for plans which are part of a group insurance arrangement. 

-- Summary annual report. 

The public may submit comments and suggestions concerning the proposed regulations 
to the Office of Employee Benefits Security (ANN. REPT. REG.), Labor-Management Services 
Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, D.C. 20216 by Dec. 19, 1975. 


Copies of the Nov. 19 Federal Register containing the proposed regulations may be 


obtained by writing or calling: Public Information Office, Room N-5641, New Department 


of Labor Building, 3rd Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20216, 


phone (202) 523-7408. 





Week of December 8, 1975 
WORK STOPPAGES: OCTOBER 1975 


WASHINGTON -- Idleness attributable to work stoppages in October 
declined to 0.17 percent (1.7 working days per thousand) from September's 
0.24 percent of estimated total working time, according to preliminary 
estimates of the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Idleness for the first 10 months of 1975 was 0.21 percent of esti- 


mated total working time, complared with 0.25 percent for the same period 


in 1974. In 1972 and 1973, when wage and price controls were in effect, 
idleness for the same period was 0.16 and 0,14 percent, respectively. 
Total Stoppages in October 

The number Of stoppages increased for the first time since July: 
688 stoppages were in effect in October, compared with 667 in 
September and 911 in October 1974. 

Approximately 200,000 workers were involved in these stoppages in 
October, well below the levels of both the previous month 
and October 1974. 

Days of idleness declined to 2.8 million in October, approximately 
the same number as in October of 1974, but almost 30 percent 
fewer than the 3.9 million recordedlast month. 

Strikes in October were appreciably smaller than those in September, 
averaging 291 and 465 workers per strike, respectively. This 
is the smallest October average size recorded since 1963. 

The averagé duration of strikes (as measured by days of idleness 
per worker involved) rose in October to 12.8 days, slightly 
higher than the 12.7 days recorded in September and the 
longest October duration since 1971. 
large strikes (each involving 5,000 workers or more) were 
in effect in October, compared with 11 in September. These 
5 strikes accounted for 28 vwercent of all strikers and 18 


percent of all days idle in October. 


(MORE) 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 12/8/75 
WORK STOPPAGES - P, 2 


Stoppages beginning in October 


Following a three month decline the number of stoppages beginning 


in the month increased to 449 from 363 in September. Despite 


this increase, the October level remains below that of 

October 1974, when there were 513 new stoppages. 
Approximately 141,000 workers participated in new strikes this 

October, compared with 154,000 in September and 146,000 


in October 1974. 





AREA EMPLOYMENT TRENDS FOR NOVEMBER 


WASHINGTON -- Two major labor areas--Chattanooga, Tenn., and Charleston, W. Va-- 
were removed in November from the list of areas with "substantial" (6% or more) 
unemployment. This reduced the number on the list to 132, the U.S. Department of Labor 
reported. 

This is the second consecutive month that a reduction in the number occurred after 
a steady rise for 19 months through September when an all-time high of 135 (out of a 
possible 150) areas was listed. In November 1974, the number was 53. 

The improvement in economic conditions in the Chattanooga area was due mainly to 
recent job increases in manufacturing--principally in textile mill products, chemicals, 
nonelectrical machinery, stone, clay and glass products, and food products, together with 
sizeable job gains in local government in nonmanufacturing. 

In Charleston, recent significant employment increases in fabricated metals--together 
with smaller job gains in stone, clay and glass products, chemicals, mining, construction, 
and in transportation, communications and public utilities--were chiefly responsible for 


the improvement in the area's unemployment situation. 


The unemployment rates in September for the Chattanooga and Charleston areas 


were 5.3 percent and 5.7 percent, respectively. 

The November ratings are based on state employment security agencies’ preliminary 
data on employment and unemployment for mid-September, taking into consideration 
preliminary October data. 

"Substantial" unemployment means the area has a jobless rate of six percent or more, 
discounting seasonal factors, with the rate expected to continue for at least two 
more months. 

Under Defense Manpower Policy No. 4, firms located in areas classified on the 
"substantial" unemployment list may be eligible for first perference in bidding on certain 
federal procurement contracts, providing the firms in the area agree to hire 25 percent 
of the new hires each month from among the disadvantaged residents of the area. 


# # # 





Dear Consumer 


Save on Stamps 


By Virginia Knauer 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 


Although the price of stamps is going up, there 
are still ways to keep postage costs down when 
mailing cards and packages. 

In talking with officials at the Postal Service, I 
learned of some money-saving mailing tips that 
you'll probably find worthwhile. 


¢ When sending pack- 
ages, use lightweight wrap- 
ping and packing materials 
—such as compressed tissue 
paper, cloth, expanded plastic 
foam or shredded paper—and 
a box that is slightly larger 
than its contents. An over- 
sized box costs more to mail, 
and there is the chance that 
fragile items will move 
around inside and break. 

e If the package contains 
books, send it at the low-cost 
book rate. These packages 
should be marked “special 
fourth-class rate, books.” 

e You can send pack- 
ages to servicemen over- 
seas by two inexpensive 
methods: SAM (Space Avail- 
able Mail) or PAL (Parcel 
Air Lift). SAM sends pack- 
ages by surface transporta- 
tion to the East or West 
Coast and then flies them to 
their destination as space be- 
comes available. PAL, on the 
other hand, sends packages 
by air all the way to their 
destination. The rates for 
both services are very inex- 
. pensive: SAM costs only the 
parcel-post rate while PAL 
charges the parcel-post rate 
plus an additional dollar. The 
weight limit on SAM pack- 


ages is 15 pounds; on PAL, 
30 pounds. 


e Wherever you send the 
package, if you decide to in- 
sure it, only insure it for its 
real value. In the case of loss 
or damage, insurance is paid 
on the actual value of the 
contents, not the declared 
value. Also, it is a good idea 
to keep receipts showing the 
prices paid for the article 
sent in the package. This will 
help speed up the processing 
of an insurance claim if the 
package is lost or stolen or 
if the contents are broken. 


e Whenever you send a 
package, place your address 
and the receiver’s address in- 
side and outside the package. 
If the package winds up in a 
dead-letter office, because the 
outside address is unreadable, 
postal authorities will open 
the package and then mail it 
if there is an address inside. 

e With letters going 
abroad, you save money if 
you write them on light- 
weight, postage-paid “Aero- 
gramme” stationery’ that 
folds to form its own en- 
velope. This stationery is 
available at your local post 
office. 


for 
c the 
of life. 


We're the Consumer 
Information Center of the 
government, and we have a 
lot of the little-known facts 
of life. 

Over 250 government 
publications just filled with 
useful facts about food, about 
health, about how to budget. 
about all kinds of things. 

Facts that can help 
make your life more livable, 
maybe even a little happier. 

Send for your free 
catalog of over 250 govern- 
ment publications. 


free catalog 


Send your name and 

address to: 

Consumer Information Center 
Pueblo, Colorado 81009 


General Consumer 
Services Information 
Adminstration Center 





Week of December 8, 1975 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The U.S. Department of Labor, created in 1913, is a cabinet-level agency in the 
executive branch of the Federal government directed by the Secretary of Labor, who is 
appointed by the President. 


# # # 


The U.S. Department of Labor's aims include promoting and developing the welfare 
of wage earners and improving their opportunities for safe and profitable employment. 
# # # 
An assistant secretary of labor heads the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment 


and Training Administration, whose main purpose. is to give the unemployed opportunities 


for training and placement services and unemployment compensation through a federal- 


state system. 
# # # 


The Employment and Training Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor 
provides job development, counseling and placement services, and temporary income for 
workers under the unemployment insurance system, through a federal-state network of 


local employment security offices. 
# # # 


The Employment and Training Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


directs employment and training programs for welfare recipients, thedisadvantaged 


and youths. 








